
mumbai 7www.freepressjournal.in
Mumbai, Friday, August 14, 2026

40 YEARS ON| The court has increased the compensation to `1,725 per sq mt

Kirti Kesarkar 
MIRA-BHAYANDAR 

The political tussle between 
the ruling BJP and Shiv Sena 
over the Mira-Bhayandar 
Municipal Corporation’s 
(MBMC) proposed `500 crore 
private bank loan to clear dues 
for cement-concrete road 
works has intensified. 

The dispute took a new turn 
after Transport Minister 
Pratap Sarnaik alleged that the 
BJP planned to mortgage key 
municipal properties for 30 
years to secure the loan. 
Following the allegations, the 
Maharashtra Urban 
Development Department 
(UDD) wrote to the municipal 
commissioner, seeking a com-
prehensive explanation and 
detailed audit of the proposal 
before granting final approval. 

The MBMC had proposed 
the loan to address a shortage 
of funds for clearing contractor 
dues linked to large-scale 
cement-concrete road projects 
undertaken to tackle potholes. 

While the BJP claimed the 
state government had granted 
in-principle approval, local 
BJP MLA Narendra Mehta 
accused the UDD of deliber-

ately withholding final sanc-
tion. 

Sarnaik rejected the allega-
tions, maintaining that mort-
gaging civic assets for three 
decades would harm the 
municipal corporation’s inter-
ests and was the reason for 
withholding immediate appro-
val. 

Against this backdrop, the 
Urban Development 
Department on August 10 
sought a granular breakdown 
of the `500 crore loan proposal 
from the municipal commis-
sioner. The state has asked for 
details on loan utilisation, 
including whether funds will 
clear dues from completed 
road works. It has also sought 
progress reports on earlier 
projects, covering physical 
status, expenditure, payments 
and pending bills. 

Further, details of road 
works sanctioned during and 
after the Administrator’s rule, 
including approved budgets 
versus actual spending, con-
tractor payments, outstanding 
dues and incomplete works, 
have been sought. The scrutiny 
could pose technical and 
administrative hurdles for the 
loan proposal. 

Urvi Mahajani 
MUMBAI 

Nearly 40 years after their 
land was acquired for the 
development of Navi 
Mumbai, landowners in 
Bokadvira village in Uran will 
receive higher compensation 
after the Bombay High Court 
raised the land value from 
`1,124 per sq mt to `1,725 per 
sq mt. 

Justice Amit Borkar noted 
that Bokadvira was close to a 
railway line, roads, industrial 

areas and the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Port (JNPT), and was 
part of the larger develop-
ment plan for Navi Mumbai. 
The court directed that com-
pensation be recalculated at 
the higher rate, along with 
applicable interest and other 
benefits. 

The judgment was passed 
on August 10, with the 
detailed copy made available 
on Thursday. 

The land was acquired in 
1986. One case involved 3,690 
sq mt, while another con-

cerned 5,110 sq mt. The gov-
ernment had initially 
awarded compensation of 
around `5 per sq mt. The 
landowners challenged the 
amount, following which the 
Reference Court in 2021 
increased the value to `1,124 
per sq mt. The state then 
approached the High Court, 
arguing that the valuation was 
excessive. 

The state contended that 
Bokadvira was primarily agri-
cultural land in 1986 and 
lacked adequate development 

and facilities. 
The High Court rejected 

this argument, saying land 
value could not be assessed 
solely on facilities available in 
the village at the time of 
acquisition. It noted the prox-
imity to major infrastructure 
and Bokadvira’s inclusion in 
Navi Mumbai’s broader devel-
opment plan. 

The court also relied on an 
earlier judgment concerning 
Bokadvira, which had fixed 
the land value at `1,725 per sq 
mt. 

Justice Borkar said the fact 
that Bokadvira and neigh-
bouring villages were covered 
by the same development 
plan and acquired for the 
same purpose was significant. 
He observed that compensa-
tion cannot be assessed 
mechanically and must be 
based on “equality, equity, and 
justice.” 

The court has directed offi-
cials to calculate the exact 
amount payable to each land-
owner. The Reference Court 
will verify the calculations.

HC raises land payout for Bokadvira

BJP, Shinde Sena at 
odds over proposed 
`500 cr MBMC loan

WR to pilot body cams for TCs
Abhishek Pathak 
MUMBAI 

Western Railway’s Mumbai 
Central division will pilot body-
worn cameras for ticket 
checkers, in a move aimed at 
settling disputes between 
ticket-checking staff and pas-
sengers through recorded evi-
dence. The initiative comes 
amid incidents of arguments, 
clashes and assaults during 
ticket checks, and will put 
interactions between TCs and 

passengers on record. Fifteen 
body cameras and 30 specially 
designed jackets will be pro-
cured under the pilot, with AC 
local trains among the key 
areas of focus. 

With recording available, 
railway officials will be able to 
examine the sequence of 
events. The footage will also 
help in preparing reports and 
identifying those responsible 
in cases of misconduct or 
assault. Recording staff interac-
tions could also make ticket-

checking personnel more 
accountable for their conduct 
towards passengers. 

The initiative is part of 
Western Railway’s ‘Namaste 
Campaign’. The body cameras 
will use SD-card-based record-
ing and microphones to cap-
ture visuals and conversations 
during duty. 

The technology will be 
accompanied by a new, distinc-
tive work jacket designed spe-
cifically for ticket-checking 
staff. 

SHRC upset with ‘nude 
frisking’ at Taloja prison
Pranali Lotlikar 
MUMBAI 

The Maharashtra State 
Human Rights Commission 
(SHRC) has granted the 
Special Inspector General of 
Prisons, Pune, an additional 
two weeks to file an affidavit 
on concerns raised during its 
visit to Taloja Central Prison 
last year, including the fri-
sking of undertrial prisoners, 
the adequacy and functioning 
of CCTV surveillance, and the 
criteria for selecting skilled 
and experienced persons to 
cook for inmates. 

Taking suo motu cogni-
sance of issues observed dur-
ing the inspection, the com-
mission sought explanations 
from the prison authorities 
on these practices. 

Among its most serious 
concerns was the practice of 
making prisoners remove 
their clothes during searches. 
The SHRC said the Prison 
Manual’s provision for a “thor-
ough search” could not be 
extended to unclothing 
prisoners. Speaking to the 
FPJ, former prisoner Abdul 

Wahid Shaikh alleged that 
officials had, in some 
instances, touched prisoners’ 
private parts during frisking. 

A similar issue had earlier 
reached a criminal court. In 
2023, a Special Judge under 
the Maharashtra Control of 
Organised Crime Act 
(MCOCA) held that making 
undertrials nude during per-
sonal searches violated their 
fundamental right to privacy. 
That order came on the appli-
cation of an undertrial 
prisoner who alleged that a 
search guard forced him to 
strip naked in front of 
prisoners and staff after he 
returned from a court pro-
duction. He also accused the 
guard of using filthy and 
unparliamentary language, 
misbehaving with and humili-
ating him, and threatening 
him when he objected. 

Finding substance in the 
allegations, particularly as 
other undertrials had made 
similar complaints against the 
guard, the court directed the 
Superintendent and search 
guards to use scanners or 
electronic gadgets wherever 

required. Where physical 
searches were unavoidable 
because equipment was 
unavailable, officials were 
told not to make undertrials 
nude, humiliate or misbehave 
with them, or use filthy or 
unparliamentary language. 

Shaikh, who was acquitted 
by the trial court in 2015 in 
the 7/11 Mumbai train blasts 
case, told the FPJ that inmates 
were forced to remove “each 
and every garment” at the 
prison entrance, sometimes 
in the presence of women 
officials. 

Questioning why airport-
style scanners could not be 
used in prisons, Shaikh said, 
“The system forgets the fact 
that every person who is an 
accused is not guilty until 
proven,” adding that a 
reformative institution 
should not become a place of 
humiliation. 

The SHRC has also ques-
tioned the absence of clear 
criteria in the Prison Manual 
or prison administration for 
choosing skilled and experi-
enced inmates for cooking 
duties.

The panel also sought clarity on the CCTV system

A-111 not the BEST, 
say commuters
TPG Krishnan 
MUMBAI 

Thousands of office-goers 
commuting between CSMT 
and Nariman Point are facing 
daily inconvenience due to the 
erratic frequency of BEST bus 
route No. 111, with commuters 
complaining of long waits dur-
ing peak hours. 

Route No. 111 operates from 
CSMT to Free Press House in 
the morning and in the reverse 
direction during the evening. 
Commuters had expected ser-
vices to improve after the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal 

Corporation (BMC) recently 
completed the concretisation 
of the road between Free Press 
House and the YB Chavan stop 
junction. 

But commuters allege that 
BEST has now reduced the 
number of buses on the route. 

Passengers now reportedly 
have to wait 20 to 25 minutes at 
bus stops, with several com-
muters reaching CSMT late 
and missing their suburban 
local trains. According to com-
muters, timekeepers and con-
ductors have said that only two 
buses are currently allotted to 
the route in each direction.


